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To HIS 


NEIGHBOURS 


My good Friends and Neighbours, 


KKAFEING deſirous, during my 
= B K neceſſary Abſence from ***#, 
KW to give You ſome Token 

of my Remembrance, ſome 
Proof that my Heart is with You, I 
thought I could not do it better, than 
in ſending You my Opinion and Ad- 
vice, upon Thoſe Things wherein 
Your Intereſt is concerned. "TG 

I am perſuaded that none of You can 
have any Doubt of my Inclination to 
promote it upon all Occaſions, and hope 
I have not paſſed my Time ſo unfruit- 
tully amongſt You, as that You ſhould 
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be at a Loſs to know in what I think 
it chiefly conſiſts. 


If I could ſuggeſt to You any Me- 


thod of improving Your Worldly Sub- 
ſtance, and adding to your Wealth con- 
ſiſtently with good Conſcience, I would 
by no Means be filent upon that Head ; 

but my preſent Addreſs to You has Ob- 


jects of another, and infinitely. more 


valuable Kind in view. 
It is very true, and I acknowledge 


it with Pleaſure, that you have able 


and religious Teachers in Your ſeveral 


Pariſhes, and that You hear from 


them once every Week, that You have 
a Soul to be ſaved, and by what Means 
it is to be /aved. | 

Yet I hope none of you are fo de- 
ſtitute of true ſaving Knowledge, as 
to think, that Religion is the Buſineſs 


of Your Sundays only; or that the 


great Concern of Eternity deſerves no 


more than a Seventh Part of Your pre- 
ſent Time. 


As You cannot be ſo great Enemies 


to your own Welfare, as to think thus | 


narrowly of Religion, You ought, and I 


doubt not will, eſtcem that Man Your 


Friend, 


. 
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Friend, who endeavours to bring it home 


to You, by informing Your Underſtand- 


ing, or at leaſt refreſhing Your Memory 


concerning the real Duties of it, in or- 


der to make it a frequent Object of 
Your-Reflexions in Your Houltes, in 
the Field, in the Markets, as well as 
in the Chur ches. 

I do not ſay that You ſhould think 
of nothing Elie but Religion: or then 
(as St. Paul fays upon another Occaſion) 


mißt Ye needs go out of the World. But 
this I fay, that you ſhould fo accuſtom 


Your Minds to the Deſire, and Deſign 
of pleaſing God in all Things, that You 


ſhould, even by Habit, make That the 


Standard of every Thought, every 


Word, and every Action. 


And do not imagine that my apply- | 
ing myſelf to. you upon this Subject is 


owing to any Apprehenſion that You 
| have more Occaſion for ſuch Exhortati- 
ons than Others: I can aſſure You moſt . 


fincerely, that it is not; for I can ſay 
with Truth, that I have found You in 
General a Sober, Peaceable and Un- 
corrupted People. But it is declared by 


an n Apoſtle, that in many Things We of- 
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; fend all, and there is ſurely None fo 
very good, but that they may receive 
| Benefit from mutual Admonitions. 

You are certainly happy in being at | 
fuch a Diſtance from any of thofe great | 
Sinks of Iniquity, where Ingratitude, | 
and Diſreſpect to Our greateſt Benefac- | 
tor, 1s faſhionable, and Neglect of our 
immortal Souls an Accompliſhment. 
You may thank God that the Conta- 
gion has not yet reached You. 

It is a melancholy Thing to conſider, 
that Thouſands of 'Thoſe who acknow- | 
ledge their Expectation of a Future State, 
and of thoſe Rewards and Puniſhments | 
which God hath appointed, will not | 
yet take ſo much Pains, nor exerciſe ſo |} 
much Self-denial for the obtaining the | 
One, and avoiding the other, tho' be- 

lieved Eternal, as they do for procuring | 
to themſelves the Enjoyment of ſome | 
Momentary Pleaſure, perhaps a Vicious 
one, or for the eſcaping ſome Bodily | 
Diſtemper, or other 'Temporary Evil. | 

You cannot but be ſenſible of the | 
Perverſeneſs and Abſurdity of ſuch a 
Conduct, and it will need no Reaſoning | 
to convince You, that the true Stan- 

g dard, 
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dard, and Computation of Happineſs 
and Unhappineſs, is the Length, or 
Shortneſs of their Duration. 

Let me adviſe Vou to make this 
Compariſon the Subject of your fre- 
quent Meditation. You are, and juſtly, 
anxious about the Fruit and Product of 
Your worldly Care and Labour; cndea- 
vour to raiſe in Your Minds the fame 
Sollicitude about the Conſequences of 
all Your other Actions, remembring 
that the Profit, or Loſs, is Eternal. 

I do not propoſe to enter here into a 


particular Deſcription of every Point of 


Chriſtian Duty. I ſhould pay a very 
il! Compliment, as well to Tour worthy 
Miniſters, as to Yourſelves, in ſuppoſing 


You to want Inſtruction therein. J 


would rather excite You to the Practice 
of what You already know, than pre- 
tend to teach You any Thing that You 
do not. | | 

You know as well as I, or any Man 
can tell You, What it is to be Honeſt, 
and Sober, and Chaſte, and Humble, and 
Meek; You know what 1s Good Na- 
ture, and Truth, and Piety ; You are ac- 


quainted too, Who it is that expects 
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theſe Things from You : - and what You 


have to hope, or to fear, from Him. 

With this Knowledge, is it poſſible 
to be Unconcerned and Indifferent ? 
When Your Thoughts and Words, and 
Actions here, have ſuch a Connection 
with Eternity, Can You take a Step in 
this World, which will not put You in 
Mind of the Next ? 
| Yet tho” I do not propoſe to enume- 
rate, and inforce to you every Precept 
of God's Moral Law, there are two 
or three Points which I cannot help 
mentioning more particularly. 

The Firſt is what relates to the In- 
dulgence of what we juſtly call unlaw- 
ful Love, as being expreſly forbidden 
by the Goſpel, tho' treated by many, in 
this enlightened Age, and Country, as 
a ſlight Offence : and there are ſome, 
who will talk of their own Tranſgreſ- 
tions againſt this Divine Law, withont 
Remorſe; and even boaſt of their dia- 
bolical Conqueſts over Innocence, and 
Virtue. 

Againſt this Crime therefore, I would 
endeavour in an eſpecial Manner, to 
arm your Minds, becauſe there is more 

than 
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than ordinary Danger from Without, 
as well as from Within; from the Sug- 
geſtions of profligate Companions back- 
ed and abetted by Thoſe of inward 
Paſſion. 
But conſider, or, if You have no Oc- 
caſion Yourſelf for ſuch Conſideration, 
make the young People for whom You 
may be concerned, as a Father, or Ma- 
ſter, conſider that he who corrupts a 
Woman, is guilty of a vile Diſhoneſty; 
that he robs ſome Huſband of the Pro- 
perty which God has allotted him, and 
of the Peace and Happineſs of his Lite ; 
that he brings Diſcredit, and Grief up- 
on ſome Father, Mother, or other Rela- 
tions; that he gives Birth perhaps to an 
Infant, whoſe Innocence will not pro- 
tect Him from the Reproaches of his 
Parent's Infamy ; that he ſtrips and 
plunders a Fellow Creature of that Vir- 
tue, which ſhould ſupport her in this 
World, and in the next; that he is 
very probably the Occaſion of Diſtreſs 
and Miſery to the Partner of his Shame ; 


and very probably too, of her being dri- 


ven by that Diſtreſs, to an abandon'd 
Proſtitution: And what elſe can he ex- 
pect 
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pect at the Hands of the Righteous 
Judge, but to be called to anſwer, in 
the lan Day, for the Soul which he has 
deſtroyed, and to take his Share in the 
Puniſhment of every Sin, of which he 
has been the Occaſion? 

But perhaps, he is not the Corrupter, | 
he only follows in the Track of Vice | 
began by another: Is he therefore in- 
nocent ? Will He that receives the | 
ſtolen Goods, be allowed to plead that 
he did not ſteal Them? Let this Wile # 
Diſtinguiſher bring forth his Reaſons ; | 
Let him ſee if he can juſtify, before his | 
Maker and his Judge, the comforting, | 
abetting and encouraging a Fellow Sub- | 
ject in Rebellion againſt Him; the pay- 
ing the Price of Sin by hiring another 
to commit it; and the preventing, as 
much as in * lies, the Return of a 
Guilty Soul to God. 5 
' When You reflect upon theſe Things, 
You will ſee very plainly the Reaſon, | 
why St. Paul has fo poſitively declared, 
that * no Adulterer, nor Fornicator ſhall # 


enter into the Kingdom of God. And 


* 1 Cor. vi. 9, 
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I hope Your Reflexion thereupen will 
be ſufficient to keep you clear from 


thoſe Great Offences. 


But perhaps ſome may think, that if 
they keep to one Woman only, living 


with her in all Reſpects as a Huſband 


with a Wife, the Matrimonial Cerzmo- 
ny may be ſafely omitted, as a mere hu- 
man Inſtitution. But let ſuch aik their 
own Conſciences, whether their ſecret 
Reaſon for omitting that Ceremony, be 


not, that They may have the Liberty of 
ſeparating Themſelves, at their Plea- 


fure, from the Woman, whom they 
pretend to regard as a Wife; And, if 


that be the Caſe, let them not repre- 


fent that Conduct as conformable to 
the Law of God, which 1s founded 


upon a Reſervation to themſelves of a 


Power to break it, whenever they ſhall 
be weary of complying with it. 


But theſe Irregularities are, I hope, 
very rare amongſt Us. 


The Thing which I ſhall next men- 


tion to You, and deſire to caution You 


againſt, is Gaming, which is of late, to 
the great Grief of ali good Men, creat 


into ſeveral Towns in Your Neighbcur- 


| hood. 
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hood. Conſider this only in the Light 
of Worldly Prudence, can you think 


it reaſonable to hazard what You have 


earn'd with the Sweat of your Brow, 


by long Labour, and Care, upon the 
Chance of a Moment, and to hazard it 
perhaps againſt Thoſe, whoſe Profeſſion 
is Knavery, and who have no other 
Subfiſtence but what ariſes from the 
Plunder of your unguarded Simplicity ? 
Or can You expect Honeſty, and a faith- 
ful Management of your Concerns from 
your Sons, and Servants, if You ſuffer 
them to expoſe themſelves to ſo great a 
Temptation ? 


Look upon this Practice in a Religi- 


ons View, can there be a greater Im- 
morality than to ſtake the Maintenance 
of your Wife, and Children, upon the 
Caſt of a Dye, or Turn of a Card; to 
play for the future Happineſs of Vour- 


ſelf, or Neighbour; and to put Vour- | 


ſelf voluntarily into a Situation, where 
You muſt either ruin, or be ruined; 
and where, if You have any Pleaſure, 
it mult ariſe from the Grief and Miſery 
of your Fellow Chriſtian ? * 
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- If there be Drunkenneſi amongſt You, 


if there be Swearing and Obſcene Talk- 
ing, if Pilfering amongſt the poorer 


Sort, eſpecially from their Benefactors, 


and any Species of Diſboneſty and Fraud, 


with Regard to Buying, Selling, Pay- 


ing of Rent, Tythes, Taxes, or any 
other Matter, amongſt the more Sub- 


7 ſtantial; I have the Pleaſure of thinking 


that they are not very commonly prac- 
tiſed in our Country, and ſhall therefore 
content myſelf with exhorting Thoſe 


s unhappy People, whoſe Conſciences 


may accuſe them of any ſuch Tranſ- 
reſſions, to remember, before it is too 


late, that for all theſe Things, God ſhall 


bring them to Fudgment. 


If theſe Reflections make the Impreſ- 


# Gon they ought upon You, and You are 


deſirous to know more perfectly, What 


u /bould do to be ſaved, the beſt Ad- 


vice which I can give You, is, to ſeek 


for the Law of God, in the Book of 
God, and to compare Your Behoviour 
with the Rules laid down in the Goſpel, 

You will ſee there what Sort of Obe- 
dience is required by our Lord and Sa- 
viour, to make us. worthy Members of 


his 
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his Kingdom ; that it muſt be a Com- 
pliance, not with This, or That, but 
with all his Commands ; That it muſt 
proceed from a purified Heart, purified, 
as much as poſſible in this Carnal State, 
from all ſecret Apptobation of Sin, — 
and from a fincere Deſire of pleaſing} 
God. 
You will ſee too, that the promoting 
this Glory of God, this Univerſal Obe-F 
dience of his Creatarce to him, was of 
ſo great Conſequence, that it was the 
Cauſe, why * all Scripture was given, 
and one of the great Objects even of 
the Death of Chriſt. 
And You will obſerve that, amongſt 
all thoſe Commandments of God, what 
is chiefly inſiſted on, as the New, the 
Royal, and the moſt important Law, is 
Charity, which I chuſe to mention par- 
ticularly to You, that You may not un- 
derſtand àt in that Narrow and Limited | 
Senſe only, to which our Language 4 
commonly applies it; T mean the giving 
Alms to the Poor, (That being in Truth * 
but one Branch of it) But may know, 
that when You are ordered to be Cha-k 3 
*. 2.208; 1 iii. 17. Tit. ii. 1+ | 


ritable,| | 
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ritable, You are ordered to bear ſincere 
Good-Will to all Men, of all Denomi- 
nations, of all Countrys, of all Secs, 
and Partys; looking upon them with- 
out Diſtinction, as your Nezghbours, for- 
giving Offences, juſtifying Characters, 
diſcouraging Scandal, reconciling Dif- 
ferences, and ſeeking all Opportunities 
to promote the Welfare, both Tempo- 
ral and Eternal, of all, with whom 
You have any Connection. 

Laſtly, You will ſee with Joy and 
Gratitude, that to him who thus ſin- 
cerely obeys God, delighting in the Per- 
formance of his Will, and preferring his 
Approbation to all other Things what- 
ſoever, Exceeding great and precious Pro- 
miſes are made, and that even Everlaſtig 
Happineſs, an eternal Werght of Glory, 
(as it is ſtiled by St. Paul) is reſerved for 
Thoſe, who ſhall come off Conquerors 
in this Contention with the World, with 
Themſelves, and with the great Adver- 
fary of God, and Man; Not however, 
as due to the Merit of our own imper- 
fect Performances, but from the free 
Gift and Bounty of God, in Conſidera- 
tion of the Death and Sacrifice of Our 

. bleſſed 
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bleſſed Saviour, the only begotten Son 
af God, who died upon the Croſs for 
our Sins, and gave his Life, as he has 
himſelf declared, * 4 Ranſom for Many. 
Now this being the Caſe, You will not 
wonder to find that Faith in this great | 
Author of our Salvation, (viz.) A firm | 
Reliance upon the Promiſes of God thro 
him, ſhould be likewiſe required of Us, 
and that as Abraham's Dependance up- 
on the Power and Veracity of God, firſt 
to give him a Son, and then to raiſe that 
Son from the Dead, both contrary to the 
common Courſe of Nature, was reckon'd 
to him for Righteouſneſs; So We too, 
ſhould be required to give Credit (if I 
8 may ſo ſay) to Almighty God, for the 
1 Means of our Reſtoration, and Recon- 
cilement to him, tho' incomprehenſible 
to Us; and to accept of Happineſs in | 
the Way, wherein he is pleaſed to offer 
it. For if you will + count the Blood of if 
the Covenant an unboly Thing, how can | 
you be ſanctiſied by it? If You reject 
the Sacrifice, What Share can You have N | 
in the Atonement ? 
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NB When you have fully confider'd and 
ponder'd in your jlieaits this great and 


wonderful Inſtance of the Mercy, and 
Y. Love of God, and have added to it all 


= the other innumerable Bleſüngs, for 
5 which we are all indebted to his Gract- 


„ous Providence, You will hardly want 

the Aſſiſtance even of Scripture, to teach 
Fou, that he is to be reciprocally loved, 
5 by his Creatures, and conſtantly wor- 


- g ſhipped by Them, (dig.) adored and 
* praiſed with humble Thankſgiving in 


,, EPublick and in Private, for his infinite 
EZ Goodneſs, and intreated with the de- 
7 vouteſt Prayers to continue it to Us. 
f You judge rightly of Yourſelf and of 
Him, You will think it your higheſt 
Privilege and Honour, and Comfort to 
have this Acceſs to him thro' Chriſt, and 
will omit no Opportunity of teſtifying 
Pour Gratitude, acknowledging your 
BDependence, and proclaiming your 
Truſt in him; and more particularly, 
Ff you find any peculiar Method inſti- 
Ftuted by our great Redeemer for our 
Perpetual Commemoration of what he 
Hid, and ſuffered for Us, (as You will 
ind ſuch a One in the Sacrament of the 
ö | ..-- - = Lon 
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Lord's Supper) You will not be diver- 
ted by any trivial and unworthy Pre- 
tences from appearing conſtantly Here, 
to declare Your Subjection, to avow 


your Obligations, and to renew Your En- 
gagements, in the Face of the Congre- 
gation, to this moſt High, moſt power- 


ful, and moſt Beneficent Saviour. 
But it, upon thus ſearching the Scrip- 
tures, as I have before adviſed You, in 


order to learn the Will of God, You 


ſhould be terrified with the long Cata- 
logue of Duties, and with the Penalties 
under which they are enacted ; If, upon 
comparing the Taſk to be performed 
with Your own Strength to perform it, 
Your Heart ſhould faint within You, 
ſo that You ſhould be ready to cry out, 
Who is equal to theſe Things? The ſame 


Scripture will give You Comfort hereinf 
alſo, for it will teach You that We areÞ 
not as formerly, under the rigid Cove-ſ 
nant, either of the Adamical, or Mo-] 
ſaical Law, where every Tranſgreſſion 
was Fatal, and no Supernatural Aſſiſt- 
ance promiſed ; But that the ſame Mer-· 
_ ciful Lawgiver, who has aſſigned ever- 
laſting Rewards to Obedience, has 0 ; 


Wm FA anuj — A 4 


— — — {4 wh 275 


ver- 
re- 

ere, 
o 


10 


Advice to his Neighbours, 


Us by the Goſpel Covenant his Holy 
Spirit to aid Us in Obeying, to direct Us 
in the Way, and ſtrengthen Us in the 
Purſuit of eternal Glory. This is that 
Spirit of God, that Advocate or Com- 
forter, whom Our Saviour promifed to 


all Believers, the Spirit which both 


raiſed him from the Dead, and who 
will raiſe Us too, if We concur with 
his holy Motions, firſt from the Death 
of Sin, and, in God's due Time, from 
the Death of Nature alſo. 

But this is not all: The Mercy of 
God does not ſtop here neither. Chri- 
ſtianity is not more a Law of Faith, and 


of Practice, than it is a Proclamation of 
Pardon. This is the Good News which 


our Saviour himſelf came to tell Us, and 
which he ordered his Diſciples to carry 
into all Parts of the World—the Doc- 
| trine of Repentance unto Life. 


And beſides all this, We have a mer- 


ciful conſtant Interceſſor, in our Be- 
half, at the Right Hand of God, the 
ſame who created Us, who died for Us, 
and who will hereafter judge Us. 
any Man Sin, ſays St. 
Aavocate with the Father, Jeſus Chrisi 


Ir 


n, We have an 


the 


— — c — = — — — ax . _ — — — — 1 2 ” 1 3 = => —_ _ 

0 n .. I A 3 90” ET" N R en — =" 7 =. es. : n . | - 2 
S — 2 _ — a the EL — > Y 5 N . 3 3 . 8 > "Co" 1-5 * 7 = 22 3 3 - 
, R . a n — SAS *5 oo IT ogg © ö a * 4 
— . — 2 - . a_ i nc: ; _ > N r —— 2 b «<9; . N 
— yo al 2 2 — 2 — < — — — — — ” wa thy hs _ — — — —— — Yr Arr —oe a 2 — 
: * 
d 
„ 


4 18. 


, 3 << Ewe 
. yn” q 
* — 7 — 
Soars por 8 
— — - > — — ——— —— 


r 2 * 


EEC 
* — "+. Er 2 " — 


— 
— — — — — 


4 — 
— — r Oe BR gr een rent nr ner 


= 1 
. — — —„—-— 
S $5oe Sor act hnl 


ſion, Let him not therefore deſpair 0 


the Terms of the Goſpel, I mean, by : 


Mind, and Diſpoſition, from Evil to 


in turning with the whole Heart unto 


God; humbly imploring Pardon off 
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the Righteous, and He is the Pros in tionte 
for our Sins. 

If any one therefore has do fo un- 
happy as to ſpend ſome Part of his Lift 
in Diſobedience, or if the Courſe of hi 
Duty be ſometimes interrupted by ſud- 
den Effects of Surprize and human Paſ- 


Mercy, but endeavour fincerely to qua- 


Itty himſelf for it, by Complying with 


true and unfeigned Repentance, which 
conſiſts in the Sorrow and Shame cf 
having Offended; in a Change of the 


Good; in a total abandoning of all thoſe 
Things wherein We have Sinned; and 


what is paſt, for his Sake, who died to 
obtain that Pardon for Us; and begging 
the Aſſiſtance of His Holy Spirit to ſe-F 
cure Us from future Miſcarriages. : 

If any Man be diſſatisfied with this 
Sketch of Chriſtian Duty and Chriſtiane 
Faith—IFf he would direct you to other 
Mediators between God and Man, be- 
ſides the Man Chriſt Jeſus—If he would 
teach 


| Advice to his Neighbours, . 21 
„jonlteach You new, and different Methods 


df obtaining Reconciliation, and Par- 
don—If he would have You think 


Un- 


Lifſpneanly of moral Virtue, as of no Value 
| hin the Sight of God, and perſuade You, 
ſud- _— to the expreſs Declaration of 
Pai-gSt. John, that * He that doeth Righteouſ- 


of iy: is not Righteous ; but multiplying, 


Iua- and magnifying the Terms of our Sal- 
vith ation, beyond what our Saviour, and 
by his Apoſtles taught, and requiring An- 
1ch|Meelical Perfection of Mortal Man. — r, 


of 
the 
5 
101e 
and 


if he would make You believe that the 
Spirit of God does not only aſſiſt, and 
ſtrengthen Us in our Courſe, but does 
in Effect run it in our ſtead, being the 
ſole Doer of all our good Deeds, and 
Performer of all our Obedience; leav- 
ng thereby no real Choice of Good 
and Evil in Man, and Conſequently 
Wneither Room for preſent Trial, nor 
-|Equity in Future Judgment—And if 
he tells You that the Operations of this 


his ſame Spirit muſt be felt, and diſtin- 
ianÞeuiſhed within You, perplexing your 
*. Minds with ſubtle — of Man's 
e- 


: + Eph. lll. 7. 
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22 The Country Gentleman's 


Wiſdom, about Grace and RegenerafJllr 
tion, and Experiences, and Inſtantanequy 
ous Converſions—The beſt Advice thatþa 
1 can give You in ſuch a Caſe, is, t: 
require a Proof of ſuch Teachers aPr: 
Theſe, that they are not wiſe abovghb! 
what is written, by calling on them toffhc 


ſhew You their Doctrines plainly con- P: 
tained in the Word of God. And letſfer 


not any one impoſe upon your Sim Nc 
plicity by the Uſe of hard unſcriptoralſpu 
Terms, or by long and difficult Infe-Þþ « 
rences pretended to be deduced fromſa 
Thence, for You may be aſſured, thatÞe 
what is not there clearly expreſſed, andſtic 


does not lie open to your Comprehen-N R. 


ſion, can be no Law to You, ſince it is 


impoſſible that God ſhould impoſe any 


Law upon his Creatures, and make the 


Terms of it at the ſame Time unintel- 


ligible to Them; and little leſs than 
Blaſphemy to ſuppoſe, that the Righ- 
teous Judge ſhould try Us by a Rule, 
which he has not given Us Capacities 


either to find out or to underſtand. 


If indeed any Perſon imagines, that 
by ſuperior Degrees of Knowledge, ac- 
quired by the immediate Impulſe and 

IIllum:- 
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era · Illumination of the Spirit (which ſome 
ancay Claim to) he has diſcovered new 
thaßfnd more exalted Rules of Chriſtian 
, taPuty, with Reſpect either to Belief or 
; aPractice, They may in Truth become 
bovbligatory upon Him, to whom they 
2 tofſhould thus appear in the Light of 
on- Duties. But let not that Man pre- 
 lerfjend to impoſe his Perſuaſions upon the 
im- Conſciences of others, till he can pro- 
oralptuce his Credentials from God to preach 
1fe-ſp different Goſpel from that which you 
-omfhave received; Or, in other Words, till 
hatſhe can give you that Proof of his par- 
andſticular Inſpiration, which You have. 
en- Right to require by Working Miracles, 
t is]Jas our Saour, and his Apoſtles _ 
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